
Commission for Energy Use and Climate Change 
Meeting Minutes 
July 13, 2016 
Tufts Administration Building, 167 Holland St., Somerville, MA 
 
 
Attendees: 
Rooney-Varga, Juliette – Commissioner 
Hodge, Joshua – Commissioner 
Moore, Stephen – Commissioner 
Wood, Julie – Commissioner   
Sellers-Garcia, Oliver – (member ex-officio) Director of Office of Sustainability and 
Environment 
Andrea Ranger 
Monte Allen 
Mary Mangan 
 
 

Review and approve minutes of the June meeting 

 Approved 
 

Somerville High School 

 There will be a sustainability subcommittee of the Building Committee.  The subcommittee will 
include OSE and CEUCC representation.   

 Stephen has conducted some research on examples of local green schools.   
o The LEED premium that was originally proposed for the high school was $755/sf, which is 

about twice what comparable buildings have, e.g., Newton was $485/sf 
o Stephen has had a few informational conversations of people who have experience designing 

schools to find out average costs for green features.  

 The Mayor’s Office and the Director of Capital Projects have asked for the CEUCC’s opinion on 
priorities and goals for the environmental performance of the new high school.   

 The CEUCC brainstormed on potential goals 
o No daytime lighting 
o Consolidated plug loading in classrooms 
o Shared resources among classrooms 
o HVAC: could it be all electric?   But mixed systems are also a good redundancy.  All electric 

would be hard.  
o Fool proof design—makes maintenance easier  
o A lot of insulation—go beyond code  
o Heat recovery: heat exchangers  
o Combined heat and power that includes City hall.  Take advantage of adjacency.  
o Focus the upcoming green charrette on energy use intensity. 
o Make the building net zero ready 
o Life cycle analysis—can we capture the savings and offer a refund? 



o Can we ask SMMA to do a business-as-usual energy cost analysis?  LEED requires a base 
building comparison.   

o Link to community back-up.  Host storage—back up for the City or critical systems.   
o Green roof, walls   
o Tree placement, green infrastructure 
o Urban agriculture spaces, combined with green roof.  Look at Boston and Cambridge ideas.   
o Separable 

 Who takes out the bond on the HS?—Green bond, like corporate?  We can ask this at the financing 
meeting? 

 
Solarize Somerville  

 SolarFlair was selected as the vendor 

 Selling points: offers both ownership and ppa; price; marketing budget; worked with Brookline and 
Arlington   

 $2.88/watt –lowest base price offered by SolarFlair.  Well below market prices, as well as other 
vendors. 

 Mary went on a site visit—useful to see how this goes 

 MassCEC approves all communication materials with its logo. 

 SREC II prices will be changing.  Reduction in SREC value should be known by end of August, 
according to MassCEC.  

 Somerville program is not using tiers—this is making the program more streamlined for us.  And 
we’ve gotten a low price right from the start. 

 Press release coming out week of 7/18, meet the installer night 7/26. 

 The program will run from July 18-November 18, with a October 31 cut off for scheduling a site 
inspection. 

 Somerville is participating in SolSmart, a Federal Department of Energy program that recognizes 
solar-friendly communities.  One the actions the City has already taken is posting a solar permitting 
checklist online. 

 Is the January 8th deadline for SRECII based on the interconnection date or acceptance by DOER?   

 It could be that the drop from SREC II to III will be like the drop from I to II. 

 The state energy bill will be out of committee soon—will know renewables breakdown soon.   
 

Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment 

 Oliver gave an update on progress: climate projections selected, most impacts modeled, June 28th 
meeting with department heads and staff to identify critical systems.   

 We will get upstream inflows modeling from Ellen Douglas and Paul Kirshen at UMass for Mystic 
and Charles (a couple of scenarios) 

 Are we looking at migration as an impact? 

 Will insurance be a part of economic impacts? 

 Look into 9 feet by 2050 projection that was included in potential flooding risks—this doesn’t pass 
the sniff test.  (Note: Climate Ready Boston includes a comparable outlier inundation level for 2100.) 

 Financial risk should not look at only the highest impact scenarios. 



 Juliette: Looking at RCP 2.6 would give people some hope.  This is what we should reach if everyone 
follows Somerville’s mitigation strategy.   

 Joshua: Cambridge and Boston have done RCP 4.5 and 8.5 

 For the sake of data availability and conformity with neighbors’ plans, might make sense to do RCP 
4.5 and 8.5. 

 Schedule: done in October.   
 

Any and all business before the Commission  

 At the next meeting there should be discussion about selecting a new Commission chair. 
 

 
 


